Drama,

Rarely, if ever, have the
American people themselves
written the seript of a play
or festival which speaks
of their own hopes and as-

I'he bloodhounds of
America culture have
usurped for themselves the
role ol the Big Liars in or-
der to hide the people’s will
to win the peace.

But

America’s voices for

peace will be heard,
Letters  from  parents,
thearts, GIs in Korea
written to the newspapers

and in personal correspon-
dence will be ineluded in the
inal seript of the Peace
Festival to he held next
Wednesday, May 28, at St
Nicholas Arena, GGth St, and
Columbus Ave,

The ¢ e cullural even-
s program  of  songs,
dances and poems will be
devoted to the voices of
peoples everywhere work-
ing for a stable world,

The tabloid with musical
background will offer au-
thentic material from the
four corners of the world,

° . M

Sponsored by the Ameri-
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can  Peace Ci le and
New York Peace Institute,
the Festival will be a sharp
st to the white sup-
wist program olfered in
Paris under e Dep
ment  supervision.  Negro
and white artists have join-
ed in the Peace Fes
showing  world  solidarity
for peace.

Even the French press
has reported the French
publie’s disdain for Ache-
son’s warmongering culture,
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Acheson and his masters
@ ng vainly to keep
from the people the grow-
]II l]'l(l'l'llﬁ [l)l' peace zlll(t
1||‘ newhorn works of art
which it is creating,

UN representatives have
been invited to attend the
Festival whose script has
been prepared by Yvonne
Gregory, Julian  Mayfield
and Michael Lewin are co-
directors with Joseph San-
ders as producer,

Special boxes at the Arena
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have also been reserved

for leaders and active work-

ers ol

ment,
Pablo

the peace move-
Neruda's  prize-
g poem. “Let the
plitter  Awake”  will
dramatized by actor

be
Lloyd Gough.

There will be a

sherry, actress and poet,
who was a delegate to the
Montivideo Inter - Conti-
nental Peace Congress,

Song, Dance at Peace Festival May 28

There will be an extrava-
ganza  with  four choral
groups  in a  spectacular
“Mothers” Peace Cantata”
composed by Rayna Hay-
im, who recently was with
the  Federation Populaire
de Musique. The heautiful
voice of Nadyne Brewer
will accompany the ca

Dances  from the Far
East, with 1|.|I'u costumes
will he presente .

The « ite
tive dances of
China will be

and  sensi-
Inclia and

presented by

the noted artists, Gina and
Chiai Li Che
Am i square  and

s will he

Tsraeli danc

per-
formed by members of the
New York Dance Work-

shop,

The entire program will
he In;_h]lj.hlutl hy the peo-
ple’s ming for peace
the desire for a five-power
peace pact.

The tickets are $1.20
and $1.80 with some at
$2.40. They can bz acquir-
ed from the American
Peace Crusade, 125 W, 72
Street, and at the Jzfferson
Bookshop and Bookfair,

WHITTAKER CHAMBERS -
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WITNESS. By Whittaker Cham-
bers. Random House. New

York. 508 pp. $5.

By ROBERT FRIEDMAN

"Witness," in the text of
this 808-page alibi by Whittaker
Chambers, is a  sell-serving
synonym for the eruder bot ac-
curate, “police-informer.” There
are two purposes  which this
book by the notorious finger-
man is intended to serve, He
has his own axe to grind, He
wants to erawl out of the mud
to which his own greed anc
hatred for the working cluss has
brought him, and to convine
the American people that it we
a love for God and ummrv
which Jed him to the most de-
pised profession known to man,

Not police-informer but pa-
triot and man of God, That is
the conception of himself Cham-
bLers wants 1o sell,

But will the American people
buy? The answer for the de-
demoeratic majority is nat

cent,
ikely to be Yes."

For we Americans recognize
the hrand of Cain and the stink

af  Jue Aud a Whittaker
Chambers  who  got  [at ul
wealthy from  his caree

£30,000 a vear editor’s jr \\|l|1
Henry Luce, & country
and now the Tnsh profits from a
Suturday Evening Post serializa-
tion and Book of the Month
Club selection of his hook—who
can believe in a man for u] \om
Informing ]lu so nicely p
. .

Put |'I|.~' volume has another

purpose, more  significant than
the pe A fute of one in-
former. || is to carry out the

propaganda drive, begun in the
Alger Hiss trial and :lr veloped
in all the varvious aspects of the
antl-Communist  witchhunt, to
convinee the American people
that the New Deal was a prod-
uct of a conspiracy of “Soviet
agents,”

This is how it is done: A rene-

gade  Communist, ambers
writes in detall about the peo-
ple he knew as Communists,
He writes in detail about his
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history,
presumas

own persanal family
This cstablishes him,

bly, as a writer of fact, not fie-
tion, But, interlaced with these
sections of his book are the

familiar, uncorraborated far
about “Soviet spy rings” in
Washington of which he al-
legedly was a leading figure.
And the whole thing is done in
such a way as to lend credence
to those portions of bers'
story which rest solely on his
unsupported testimony.

Because there  were  what
nbers fand the whole Me-
arthyite eabal) call “Commu-
nists” in high places in govern-
ment during the Roosevelt era,
the public is supposed to be-
lieve that the New Deal was
really a “revolution,” Socialism
is in disguise, instead of a series
of concessions wrested from a
reluctant capitalist class by a
resurgent  people, The pub-
lic is supposed to believe that
the U, S. fought the wrong

smy in World War 11, all be-
we of this non-existent *
viet" ring in Washington,

- . .

C

Tn other words, what is de-
sirecd by the men manipulating
Chambers is a re-writing of past
vistory to justifv their diive to-
ward faseism at home
world war,  The hoped-fo
fect of such a bonk is to immo-
v Americans from any
oeratic struggle for their rights
for fear that what they 1 ]u ve
to he liberal and nrogressi
really “Communist,”

Thus Chambers hoasts that,
in the midst of World War |
as an editor of Time }
he was busy “making it cle

. that Rus was not o friend
This is what

but an ‘enemy
Hitler w de The in-
able  conclusion is  that

LIL3

Cermany should have heen
our ally in a coalition war to
des the Soviet Union,

That, of course, -is the cur-
rent program  of Chambers’
masters. And all of the “spy”
baloney is merely a cover-up for
this program and a we:
intimidate the majority of Amer-
icans from expressing their op-
position to any such senseless
war against the Soviet Union.
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Few readers of “Witness™ will
reach page 539, Those who do
will discover that, to the police-
informer, Iep. John Rankin of

Mississippl is a “friendly and
gracions” man,
Millions of Americans  will

need nothing more as evide
of the real charncter of a_man
who thus extols the foulest-
mouthed reviler of the Negro
and Jewish peoples ever to di
grace the U. 5, Congress by his
presence,

But long halore most readers
of “Winess” quit of mingled
exhaustion  and they

Lave learned the measure
of this man who loves the Di
crat Rankin; who

“good  friend”

disgust

Wi

lnnls s a

||||t!u as ]‘:
patriots;  w ho 1\.t|tn
speaks of a “eolored m
glorifics himself for deigning to
sit at the same dinner table
with :I'Yt-_um woman

It must have seemed like a
slick scheme to sandwich in
Chambers' personal  biography
between his ‘spy’ fantasies. No
reader, the hope must have been,
could doubt the veracity of a
man  so painfully  frank about
himself and his family.

Yet, even in the smallest per-
sonal details, the informer s
suspect, Long Island  newspa-
pers have incredulously greeted,
for instance, Chambers' aceount
of having heard the surf on Hu-
n m 5 AW
_columnist even advertised
Ay for Lynbrook, Long Ts-
\\|m had ever duplicat-
: feat.

Leaches  “se
One

sardild details
amily life that

But it is {0 |I.'-
of Chambers'

most normal Americans will re-
act most violently,

How is one to Lelieve a man
\l'l“!

writes "For  defense, I
a long sheath knife. . .
it it chiefly with my lone-
Iy walks with Bykov and my
tomobile rides with other C
munists in mind”, when it is
Communists who are persecut-
e and failed, :
the sell
flourished on the profits from
his fingering?

But long before Chambers le-
gan to spin his spy fantasies, he
himself  testified:  “Soon  my
mother took to keeping an axe
in the closet, . . In that some-
what nosphere, 1 be-
gan to take a knile to bed with
me,”

- . .

kly sickening at-
mospher which  Chambers
breathed, and of which he writes
almost boastfully, will repel nor-

This

mal Americans:

* [ realized then that my
grandmother Whittaker was in-
sane,”

® * . . my brother, began to

tell me, for evervone to hear,
what he thought about our Fam-
ily, He shouted that our mother
and futher had ruined their own
lives . . . and then dismissed them
with a foul expression. 1 pick-
ed up a tumbiler of whiskey and
threw it in his face”

* “my father . . was pummel-
ing my brother's face which was
streaming with blood. . T struck
at my My brother slid
to the floor and lay there prone.
Above him, my father @
wrestled and fought, Fir ]
flang him  against a cabinet,”
We quote the foregoing, not to
gloat over a family's misfortunes,
but rather to indicate the moral

‘WITNESS FOR WAR AND FASCISM

climate in which this informer
finds himself most at home.

And this is the new hern the
witchhunters  would offer the
American peaple.

One need not be an
of a religious faith himself to re-
ject as an obscene faree the at-
tempt  of this  vainglorious
mountebank to sell himself as
n Divinelv-inspired prophet to
the American people.

o
The fulnllmnlkl

adherent

on”, he

alleg the vision of man
with out God." And so, a ‘hol
war' to cost millions of lives,

must be waged. Among  the
things to be fought and destroy-
ed, he lists modem science.
tionalism
mation

Thl=
the Protestant Refor-
and Socialism,

But  millions  of
are already rejecting suc ]l o wWir

as they have already condemn.
ed its rehe And,
i singly, they will see the

ceacherous and evil
the Big Lie

nature of
alout communism
hambers and utiur
and pmim iomal in

“have so eagerly

first day in school as
= hoy, Chambers confesses, ¥
developed a deep distrust of the
human race,”
The Communists he malig
, never fa
nee in the Amer
jean people that they will find
the way to lasting peace and to
a better life under sc
at the
out the propug
and fasclsm in th
gh hopes fe
+ heen pu ||r i

It is elear
plan

Wir

vi which was
1 in part in the Satur-
wvening Post before pob-

which has been named
a selection of the Book of the
Maonth Club, and for which the
|m'|:]|'~]|rr Random  House,
spending $30,000 in advertising
alone,

The exploitation of this pro-
foundly  un - American  hool
marks a sinister step-up in Big
Business' eflorts to sell police-
spving -ll.l] thought contral to
lll\r Amerivan people.
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